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Dear Members,
We hope that you had a relaxing break during what has been an unprecedented time for education
in Ireland. Undoubtedly you are looking forward to your return to school this week. However, as we
all know, our schools will not be the same place that we left on the afternoon of March 12 th.

Over the summer months, the PEAI were contacted by our members seeking clarity on how Physical
Education would function in a Covid19 world. At the beginning of August, the PEAI released a position
statement in response to Department of Education (DES) suggestions and images that PE Halls be
considered as an alternative classroom for other subjects. This communication was well received by
our members and has proven to be useful in discussions with school management. It is of huge
concern to everyone within the PE community in Ireland that a small minority of school management
teams have proceeded with converting their sports halls into classrooms particularly given the
significant strides our subject has made in recent years. Our school leaders should be advocating for
any measure that supports our students physical, mental, social and emotional wellbeing and not
taking short sighted steps to diminish it.

As a subject association, it is important that we advocate and support the ‘Reopening Our Schools:
The Roadmap for the Full Return to School’ guidelines (DES July 27th 2020 – Revised August 5th 2020)
issued by the Department of Education and NPHET (Click HERE and HERE), as well as the ‘Return to
School Guidance for Practical Subjects in Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education’ (August
2020 – Click HERE) . With this in mind, our Executive has developed a printable A3 poster which will
support the work of your PE department over the coming weeks.

In early August, the PEAI emailed all members a survey regarding our Annual Conference. Given the
current circumstances, it was no surprise that the majority of our members felt it would be
appropriate for our 2020 Conference to fully go online. The Executive has taken on board these views
and have changed the conference format accordingly. As such, the conference will be offered as
follows:
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✓ Our Annual (face-to-face) AGM and Conference is cancelled.
✓ Friday 9th October at 7:00pm – Our AGM will be streamed live on the member’s section of
the PEAI website.
✓ Saturday 10th October – Six bespoke workshops (across Junior Cycle, SCPE and LCPE) will be
filmed in Carlow IT.
✓ Saturday 17th October – These six workshops will then be edited and will be released on the
member’s section of our website for our members to view free of charge. There will be a
charge of €15 for non-members to access these workshops.

We wish all our members a safe return to schools later this month. Please feel free to contact us with
any query or concern and we will endeavour to support you during the challenging and
unprecedented term ahead.

On behalf of the 2020 PEAI Executive Committee,
Garrett Coyle
PEAI President

2

+353-86-1995559

In an effort to provide teaching and learning support to PE teachers heading in to the autumn term,
the PEAI Executive have designed the below e-Poster (Click HERE).
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Click HERE to access the PEAI page at o’neills.com
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Click HERE to access the PEAI page at o’neills.com
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The PEAI launched, in 2011, an award in recognition of an outstanding contribution to physical education
in Ireland. It is presented annually at the PEAI Conference. The award is named in memory of Michael
Darmody.

‘Michael Darmody worked as a physical education inspector with the Department of Education for many
years. His tenure of office was marked by great strides in the development of curricula and of the
physical and human infra-structure of physical education in Ireland. In his role as inspector he acted as
friend, guide, mentor and instigator. He was the capacity builder before the term became popular. He
imagined a new future for physical education in Ireland and worked strategically and tirelessly towards
its attainment. He propounded the “art of the possible”. His life is an inspiration to us all. Fear uasal,
maorga, dílis. Go mara a scéal'
To date we have had four extremely worthy winners in Ger Murphy (2011), Con Moynihan (2012), Anne
Moran (2013), Paddy Reilly (2014), Mary O'Flaherty (2015), PJ Smyth (2016), Pat Critchley (2017), Deborah
Tannehill (2018), and Donal Dowd (2019).
Where and when must I submit my nomination?
•
•
•

A nomination form can be obtained either from the www.peai.org webpage or by sending email
to info@peai.org
Nominations may be sent via email to Executive Committee at info@peai.org
Closing date for nominations is Friday, 11th September 2020.
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● The PEAI AGM will now be live-streamed online Friday 9th October at 7:00pm on the
member’s section of the PEAI website.
● The PEAI Conference will also now be offered online with recorded videos available
on Saturday, 17th October through the PEAI Website. Non-members may be able to
view the videos for a cost of €15.

● Nominations for election as members of the Executive (President, Vice-President,
Honorary Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, or General Board Member) must be
seconded and shall be made in writing to the Secretary of the Association, not later
than twenty-eight days prior to the General Meeting called to elect such members.
● As such, nominations are due NO LATER THAN Friday, 11th September 2020.

PEAI Newsletter Editor:
Dr Daniel Tindall, Course Director of Physical Education, University of Limerick – PEAI EB Secretary
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